
SHARING THE OCEAN
Stories of Science, Politics, and Ownership from America’s Oldest Industry

By Michael Crocker  • Photographs by Rebecca Hale

Book Description: Many of us are aware of the New England groundfish and the global fisheries crises—from
the headlines in the newspapers to the tired-looking fish arranged on ice at the supermarket. Sharing the Ocean
explains how well-meaning actions have actually exacerbated the problems instead of solving them, and it explores
why fishermen need to be key players in determining a solution. The book explores the ecological sustainability of
complex biological systems such as marine fisheries, as well as the economic benefits if such resources are shared
equitably. In addition, it demonstrates how deeply the fisheries crisis is influenced by competing social values.
Intended for a general audience, Sharing the Ocean speaks to anyone involved in commercial fishing—on every
coast, not just in New England. It will resonate with consumers who are interested in “eating local” but wonder
why it’s so hard to find fresh, local fish. 

About the Author and Photographer: Writer Michael Crocker wrote about commercial fisheries research for
five years as the communications director at the Northwest Atlantic Marine Alliance. He attended Bates College,
where he studied anthropology, and the University of Montana Graduate School of Journalism. He is a frequent
political consultant on fisheries issues. Rebecca Hale is an in-house studio photographer for National Geographic. 

About NAMA: The Northwest Atlantic Marine Alliance seeks to restore and enhance an enduring Northwest
Atlantic marine system, one that supports a healthy diversity and abundance of marine life and human uses
through a community-based, self-organizing, and self-governing institution. Using a collaborative approach and
working with fishermen, environmentalists, and policymakers, NAMA is facilitating the transition of today’s 
fisheries management process toward a common vision that is community-based and -driven, yet grounded in 
ecological and conservation principles. To that end, NAMA is promoting the market for local seafood and 
establishing Community Supported Fisheries.

Price: $20.00. Please make checks payable to the Northwest Atlantic Marine Alliance. Add $3.00 for shipping.

Sharing the Ocean is co-published with Tilbury House, Publishers and printed by J.S. McCarthy, Printers on 
elemental chlorine- free with 25 percent post-consumer recycled content paper made with FSC certified wood
pulp, with non-toxic vegetable-based ink, and employing 100 percent wind power.
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